IS    POLAND    LOST ?

Imeretynski's proposal was now carried into
effect and by a Tsarist Ukase of October, 1905,
even extended to include the establishment of
Polish private elementary and secondary schools.
In the last analysis this was a triumph for the
women of Poland, without whose previous work
the historic school strike would probably not
have taken place. Also, but for the fact that they
had an operative elementary educational organiza-
tion ready, the Russian concession would not have
been of immediate benefit to the Polish national
cause. As it was, the establishment of the elemen-
tary school system was only a matter of converting
the illegal schools into legal ones. However, the
spirit of these schools did not change; the ultimate
aim continued to be the reconquest of national
independence.

It would be unjust to minimize the services of
the men in this struggle. At the same time, it must
be admitted that the women played a far more
important role in preserving the Polish language
and Polish culture. It was the selfless devotion
with which they sacrificed their substance, their
domestic happiness and even their freedom and
health, and the indomitable courage and tenacity
with which they carried on the campaign for
decades, that rendered possible the preservation
and development of these greatest treasures of the
Polish nation. As already indicated, none of these
Polish heroines cared for personal reward or
recognition, and few of their names are on record.
One of the few, and typical of the generality of
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